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COURSES VS. CREDITS 
The Michigan Merit Curriculum reimagines 
what the diploma represents. With credit 
based on student proficiency instead of 
seat time, the diploma represents what 
the students know and can do, not the 
courses that they took. Credits don’t have 
to equate courses; instead, courses, CTE 
programs, work internships, and other 
learning opportunities can provide pieces 
of a variety of credits – filling up the credit 
pipeline towards MMC completion and a 
diploma. 



MICHIGAN MERIT CURRICULUM

Districts determine 
proficiency
Districts are quality control
Districts grant diploma’s
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PERSONAL 
CURRICULUM 

DEFINED

“The legislative intent of the 
Personal Curriculum (PC) is to 
individualize the rigor and 
relevance of the educational 
experience and provide a tool 
to help ALL students succeed 
with the Michigan Merit 
Curriculum (MMC).”

Personal Curriculum Guidelines 2009



A PC CAN….

• Change the 18 credits required in 
the MMC

• Remove an MMC credit/course 
allowing something that better 
meets the students needs to be 
built into their course of study

• Modify the required content 
standards, but credit given must 
reflect level of proficiency. 



A PC CAN’T….

• Create a space where full credits are 
given when content isn’t mastered.

• Allow swapping out where 
something else can count for 
Algebra II. Nothing can count for an 
MMC credit that doesn’t cover the 
required standards.



Diploma or Certificate of Completion?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Tougher graduation requirements means that some districts will need to think about an “alternative” pathway for exiting HS. 

School districts may issue a “certificate of completion” for those students who do not meet all of the requirements of the Michigan Merit Curriculum and have completed the school district’s credit requirements.

Students with a cert of Completion Can….
Enter trade or vocational school
Attend most CC
Enter certain branches of the U.S. armed forces
Apply for certain financial aid and scholarships







PERSONAL 
CURRICULUM 

TYPES

To go beyond the academic credit 
requirements (Enrichment)

To modify the mathematics 
requirement (General Modified)

To modify the requirements based on 
the disability of a student with an IEP

To modify credit requirements for a 
transfer student

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Let’s go into more detail about when a PC can be used. The use of a PC modification is allowed by state statute for only four reasons:
To go beyond the academic credit requirements by adding more math, science, English language arts, or world language credits. 
To modify the mathematics requirement.
To modify the credit requirements based on the disability of a student with an IEP
To modify requirements for a student who transfers from out of state or from a nonpublic school and is unable to meet the MMC requirements.










• To go beyond the academic requirements 
by substituting 1 credit of the following for 
additional course work in the core content 
areas:
• Visual, Performing and Applied Arts credit 
• PE/Health
• Social studies credit (excluding Civics)

PC TYPE #1: ENRICHMENT

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The first option is available to students who are motivated to access advanced or specialized content that cannot be met through electives. For example, a district lacks the resources to provide the course or the schedule does not allow the student to access a district offering. It is also a flexible option for those with the motivation to succeed in accelerated or advanced math, science, English language arts, or world languages. It allows any student to earn additional credit in specific subject areas and count these credits toward the meeting of the state graduation requirements. 
A request may be made to substitute up to 1 credit of Visual, Performing and Applied Arts, if the student wants to take more math, science, English language arts or world languages. 
In addition to or instead of substituting 1 credit of Visual, Performing and Applied Arts, students may substitute the 3rd social studies credit, excluding Civics, if the student wants to take more math, science, English language arts or world languages. Substituting credit requirement for one social studies credit may be done once a student has successfully completed two required social studies credits (which must include a ½ credit in Civics). 
Students who request a PC are expected to meet proficiency requirements for all credits in a content area prior to implementing a Personal Curriculum to go beyond the academic requirements in that content area. For Example, a student must meet expectations for Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II, and a fourth credit before implementing a PC to take additional mathematics in lieu of 1 social studies credit. The additional courses or credits may be taken concurrently with the final required credit. 
If a Personal Curriculum is requested and granted and the student does not achieve proficiency in the required credits, the Personal Curriculum is null and void and the student will have to take the substituted credits to graduate. 



TYPE #1: ENRICHMENT USING CTE

•Students may substitute, upon completion 
(be a COMPLETER), a state approved 
formal Career and Technical Education 
(CTE) program for:

•1 credit of social studies and/or,
•1 credit of health and physical  education 
and/or

•1 credit of VPAA 
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Gen ed can already replace 3rd science and 2nd WL



PC TYPE #2: General Modified (Math)
• Remember the MMC math requirement =4 credits
• This type of PC will modify the following 

component of the math requirement by .5 credits
• “Students must earn at least 3 credits in mathematics 

that are aligned with subject area standards approved 
by the State Board”

• With a PC in place, students must earn 3.5 math 
credits overall and take a math or math-related 
experience in one of their final two years

• Most typically done by reducing 
Algebra II by .5 credits

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The second reason for a personal curriculum allows adjustment of the mathematics requirement.  

For students challenged with meeting Algebra II expectations, the law requires that a student successfully completes ninth grade before a PC can be implemented to modify the Algebra II requirement. A student earns the Algebra II credit when he or she has demonstrated proficiency in the required content expectations for Algebra II. This option allows a student to demonstrate proficiency in only half of the required content expectations for Algebra II and fulfill the Algebra II requirement by earning one-half credit of Algebra II, statistics, or functions and data analysis. 

Modification of Algebra II requires students to complete a minimum of two-and-a-half math credits including Algebra I, Geometry, and one-half credit of Algebra II, or the equivalent of these credit requirements in an integrated math or other program, such as Career and Technical Education (CTE). Once this requirement has been met, a student must still earn one additional math or math-related credit. 

Students must earn a total of three and a half math credits and take a math or math-related credit in their senior year. 

Any student may take Algebra II over two years for two credits or earn full or partial Algebra II credit for content embedded in a formal career and technical education program or curriculum without requesting a personal curriculum. 
 









PC TYPE #3: STUDENTS WITH IEP’S

• To modify based on the needs of a 
student with an IEP

• Allows modifications to any MMC requirement 
due to the impact their disability has on 
accessing or demonstrating proficiency in 
meeting expectations

• Must align IEP, transition plan, and EDP while 
keeping the MMC relevant and rigorous

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The third option applies to students with disabilities and allows specific modifications to the Michigan Merit Curriculum made necessary by the impact the disability has on accessing or demonstrating proficiency in meeting the expectations. 

There must be a documented need to make modifications, because the student’s disability prevents access to and/or demonstration of proficiency in the curriculum, and there must be a lack of progress on the MMC despite documented interventions, supports, and accommodations. We’ll cover this more in the next section.





PC TYPE #4: TRANSFER
• First, let’s define Transfer students

• Completion of the equivalent of 2 years high school 
content out of state/country or nonpublic school

• Once YOU designate them as a transfer student, 
modifications are allowed in any MMC content 
area (similar to students with IEP’s)

• PC must be aligned with EDP (postsecondary 
and post-school goals)

• Can’t modify Civics



SCHOOL/DISTRICT LEVEL PROCESS
• To be consistent create local policy/procedure and 

communicate system wide because :
• When a PC is requested one MUST be developed
• Written annual notice and website visibility is mandated
• Team must include: parent, student, counselor or teacher, and 

special education representative (no in-person required)
• Forms are recommended: I have some you can use, 1 

page is enough plus a request form
• PC must be approved by Supt or Designee after       

being developed, before implementation

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Stress the highlighted



PARENTS/FAMILIES MUST UNDERSTAND 
A FEW THINGS: 

• PC’s DO NOT transfer…anywhere
• A PC requires approval and there is no “grievance 

process” therefore they should be written to include as 
much of the MMC as possible, not requesting excessive 
modifications

• State testing scores “could” be lower if a student has PC 
modifications

• If students change their mind during HS on post-school 
goals it could void the PC and could mean extra time in HS 
to complete MMC

• If students change their mind after HS they may no 
longer be prepared to attend certain post-
secondary institutions



Additional Questions and 
Comments can be directed to:

Rashell Bowerman  
bowermanr1@michigan.gov 
517-335-3062
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Michigan Merit Curriculum
Michigan High School Graduation Requirements (18 credits)
• ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS (ELA) – 4 Credits

– Proficiency in State Content Standards for ELA (4 credits)
• MATHEMATICS – 4 Credits

– Proficiency in State Content Standards for Mathematics (3 credits); and
– Proficiency in district approved 4th Mathematics credit options (1 credit) (Students MUST 

have a Math experience in their final year of high school.)
• ONLINE LEARNING EXPERIENCE

– Course, Learning, or Integrated Learning Experience.
• PHYSICAL EDUCATION & HEALTH – 1 Credit

– Proficiency in State Content Standards for Physical Education and Health (1 credit); or
– Proficiency with State Content Standards for Health (1/2 credit) and district approved 

extra-curricular activities involving physical activities (1/2 credit).
• SCIENCE – 3 Credits

– Proficiency in State Content Standards for Science (3 credits); or
– Proficiency in some State Content Standards for Science (2 credits) and completion of a 

Department approved formal Career and Technical Education (CTE) program (1 credit).
• SOCIAL STUDIES – 3 Credits

– Proficiency in State Content Standards for Social Studies (3 credits).
• VISUAL, PERFORMING, AND APPLIED ARTS – 1 Credit

– Proficiency in State Content Standards for Visual, Performing, and Applied Arts (1 credit).
• WORLD LANGUAGE – 2 Credits (Effective with students entering 3rd Grade in 2006)

– Formal coursework or an equivalent learning experience in Grades K-12 (2 credits); or
– Formal coursework or an equivalent learning experience in Grades K-12 (1 credit) and 

completion of a Department approved formal CTE program; or an additional visual,
performing, and applied arts credit (1 credit).

COURSES VS. CREDITS
• The Michigan Merit Curriculum reimagines what the diploma represents.  With credit based

on student proficiency instead of seat time, the diploma represents what the students know
and can do, not the courses that they took. Credits don’t have to equate courses; instead
courses, CTE programs, work internships, and other learning opportunities can provide pieces
of a variety of credits – filling up the credit pipeline.

• The legislation also allows for specific credit requirements and/or content standards to be
modified based on the individual learning needs of a student. It is designed to serve students
who want to accelerate or go beyond the MMC requirements as well as students who need to
individualize learning requirements to meet the MMC requirement.

For specific information regarding the MMC law, please refer to  Michigan 
Merit Curriculum FAQ online at www.michigan.gov/highschool.

Michigan Merit Curriculum
• The Michigan Merit Curriculum

(MMC) is not a curriculum in the
traditional sense - it is legislation
that specifies all students awarded
a diploma have demonstrated
proficiency with the content outlined
by the state academic standards, 
benchmarks or guidelines.

https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Complete_MMC_FAQ_August_2014_467323_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Complete_MMC_FAQ_August_2014_467323_7.pdf


 
Office of Educational Supports 
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Personal Curriculum 
The personal curriculum (PC) is a tool for modifying the MMC in order to individualize the rigor and 
relevance of the state graduation requirements.  All students are eligible for a personal curriculum; 
however, modifications are limited to what is allowable by legislation according to each PC type.  
 
Personal Curriculum Types 
State statute allows personal curriculum modifications in order to:  
 

• Go beyond the academic credit requirements by adding more math, science, English language 
arts; or completing a department-approved formal career and technical education program.  

Students who take additional course work in the areas above may give up 1 MMC credit 
by eliminating one of the following; social studies, visual, performing, and applied arts, 
or health and physical education. Students who are completers in a formal, state 
approved CTE program may swap out all three of the above credits with a PC. They can 
also eliminate a science and a world language credit without a PC. Up to 5 MMC credits 
can be eliminated by being a CTE completer prior to graduation. 
 

• Modify the State Content Standards for Mathematics.  
Students may be able to eliminate a ½ credit from the MMC math requirement. This 
modification could be done by eliminating half of algebra II in a traditional course 
sequence but could be done in other ways as long as no more than 1/2 credit of content 
standards are removed.  
 

•  Modify, when necessary, the credit requirements of a student with an Individualized Education 
Program (IEP).  

Students who have IEP’s could use a PC to modify any MMC requirements. 
Modifications should take into consideration the IEP and EDP as well as ensuring each 
student incorporates as much of the subject area content expectations as possible into 
their course of study. 
 

•  Modify credit requirements for a student who transfers from out of state or from a nonpublic 
school and is unable to meet the MMC requirements. 

Students from out of state or from a nonpublic school may request a PC to modify the 
requirements of the MMC. Modifications should take into consideration the EDP as 
well as ensuring each student incorporates as much of the subject area content 
expectations as possible into their course of study. 

 
Resources 
 
 MDE Guidelines, FAQs, Parent Guides, and Michigan Merit Curriculum (MMC) available at  

www.michigan.gov/highschool 
 

http://www.michigan,gov/highschool
http://www.michigan,gov/highschool
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