
Michigan Career Education ConferenceMichigan Career Education Conference
February 1, 2010

Freshman Focus
A program designed for 9th grade students that provides A program designed for 9th grade students that provides 
Career Pathway information and activities; assisting students 
as they research and prepare for a career.

Collaborative effort:

LISD Career Preparation Services
Hudson High School
Siena Heights University

“All Education is Career Education.”  Alan Burg



Freshman Focus Brochure

Designed for 9th grade students

Career Pathway Information

Planning for a Successful Career

Expanding Horizons - resources



Career Pathway Information        Career Success



Expanding your horizons

Easy Access to Web Sites

Contact informationContact information



Freshman FocusFreshman Focus

Wh t i  ll  ll b t?What is college all about?

College is “do-able” for Co ege s do ab e o
EVERYONE !!!!



Hudson’s Career Prep Plan - 7-12
 Grade 7  Grade 10

 EDP/Career Cruising EDP/Career Cruising
 Interview Witness – research 

different careers
 Career/Tech Prep class
 Guest speakers

 EDP/Career Cruising
 Guest speakers
 PLAN test
 Sophomore TECH Center Panel 

discussion
 LISD TECH Center visitationp

 Bridges.com
 Nettrekker.com

 Grade 8
 EDP/Career Cruising
 High School 101 – parent 

 Grade 11
 EDP/Career Cruising
 Guest speakers
 College Representatives
 Career Ed class (req’d) /Job shadow
 Junior classroom guidance High School 101 parent 

information night
 Payback for Education
 EXPLORE Test
 Career/Tech Prep class
 TECH Center visitation

 Junior classroom guidance
 ACT Career Inventory checklist
 ASVAB test
 MME/ACT Test Fest

 Grade 12
 EDP/Career Cruising TECH Center visitation

 Grade 9
 EDP/Career Cruising
 Guest speakers

 EDP/Career Cruising
 Guest Speakers
 College Representatives
 Senior Dessert Night
 ACT Career Inventory checklist
 ASVAB test
 Financial Aid Night



Freshman Focus Classroom Guidance

 Staff  & Administration Support  Staff  & Administration Support 
 Informational Groups 
 Updated EDP’s Updated EDP s
 Permission slips/safety

 Individual Contacts Individual Contacts
 Classroom Guidance & Trip Preparation
 Typical college day and schedule Typical college day and schedule
 Career Pathways
 Pre-test/Questionnaire/Q



Pre-test                              ItineraryPre test                              Itinerary



Career Pathways

 Career Pathways

Arts & Communication
(SHU majors- Art, Theater, English)

Business, Marketing, g
Management & Technology 
(SHU majors- Computer Information
Systems, Business Administration, 
Accounting)Accounting)

Engineering, Manufacturing & 
Industrial Technology
(SHU  majors- Pre-Engineering, CIS, Math)



Career Pathways

Health Sciences 
(SHU majors- Pre-Medical, Dental,
Veterinary, Nursing))

Human Services
(SHU  majors- Criminal Justice,(S U ajo s C a Just ce,
Psychology, Education, Pre-Law)

Natural Resources & Agri-science
(SHU majors- Environmental Science, Chemistry, Biology)



Welcome to Siena Heights University!

 On January 21st On January 21st,
68 Hudson Freshman 
arrived for a 24-hour arrived for a 24 hour 
college marathon.



K i   U ifi d/S fKeeping us Unified/Safe

 Specially designed  Specially-designed 
T-shirt

 Lanyard Lanyard
 Journal
 Post-test  Post test 



What does it take to get in?

 Rueckert Auditorium Rueckert Auditorium
 Sarah Baker Korth     

Admissions Staff     Admissions Staff     

 Sister Peg Albert
University President

 Pat Palmer
V.P. of Enrollment

 Trudy Mc Sorley
Dean for Students



First Year ExperienceFirst Year Experience
(Liberal Arts Studies 100)

 A panel of Siena Heights University  A panel of Siena Heights University 
freshman was assembled to answer 
questions about previous high school questions about previous high school 
experiences and what could have been 
done differently. y

 Great questions from the high school q g
freshman - great answers from the 
panel of college freshman.



Campus Scavenger Hunt
 Students visited 9  Students visited 9 

locations - a dorm, 
library, computer lab, 
bookstore, admissions, 
SHU Field House, the 
Student Union  and Student Union, and 
Lumen Chapel.

 Students recorded their 
experiences with cameras 
and in a journaland in a journal.



Career Services

 Wh t h   ? What shape are you?

 Character Strengths
 Campus Organizations

h h ll Character Challenges
 Potential Jobs

Cl    Classes you may
want to take



SHU Student Support Services

 Students with IEPs Students with IEPs
 Math Lab
 Writing Lab Writing Lab



SHU Coaches Talk

 Leading Yourself to Lead Others

 Talent
 Attitude
 Willingness to 

work hard
 Team player



Lady Saints Basketball

The Hudson freshman
attended a SHU women’s
basketball game at the basketball game at the 
SHU Field House and 
interacted with team 
members before and 
after the game for some 
“pointers” about 
college  life.



Games/Activities at Sage Union

With SHU students…

 Ice Cream Social
 Games/cards Games/cards
 Creating picture 

boards of campus  p
experiences



Student thoughtsStudent thoughts
One thing I plan to work on because of this experience is…

 “To take a chance when it is presented instead of letting 
it slip by”.

 “Getting better grades in Algebra.  The person I talked to 
told me that Algebra is important in the careers I would 
like to get in to”.

 “To always try my best, and don’t give up, because I 
could be a role model to other people”.

 “Trying to get my grades up so that I can have a broader 
expansion to my future”.



SHU Staff thoughts
 “I think that this was probably very beneficial to those students  I  I think that this was probably very beneficial to those students. I 

know that if this had been done when I was still young, I would 
have understood the draw to higher education. As it was and still 
is, I am the first generation college educated of my siblings, so I 
found it to be a very innovative idea.”

“Yes, yes, yes, yes, yes…..do it again at other schools. The time it 
took  on our part was minimal for the feedback we got from 

“The group that visited the Studio was very attentive, asked good 
i  d l d  l  b  h   d  d  i  

took  on our part was minimal for the feedback we got from 
students.       …..a definite win/win situation!”

“It was a great experience, and I would recommend that we repeat 

questions, and learned a lot about what art students study in 
college and about potential careers in the visual arts.”

it with other schools, with kids that age.”



h d f h

F   ll  ithi  60 il

Other Ideas for Freshman Focus

●Focus on colleges within 60 miles.
●Meet with admission counselors, 
financial aid department.
●Attend programs/athletic events/●Attend programs/athletic events/

library/music performances/theater
productions.

●Speakers visit the local school.
●Current college students from the

local district speak to students.
●Testing – PSAT, PLAN, EXPLORE,
ASVAB  WorkKeys  otherASVAB, WorkKeys, other.
●Distance learning activity with

college students.
●Involve parents in ongoing activities.Involve parents in ongoing activities.



Freshman Focus

You are invited to attend Freshman Focus at High SchoolYou are invited to attend . . .

LISD TECH Center Open House
1372 N. Main Street, Adrian, MI  49221
Sunday, October 19, 12 - 3 pm 

Freshman Focus at High School

 Update your Educational Development Plan (EDP)

 Make school attendance a priority!

 Discuss your career goals with a counselor and parents.

 Select classes that support your career interest.  pp y

 Work to achieve high school graduation requirements.

 Summer School and Camps at LISD TECH Center.

 Learn about Employability Skills
Investigate…explore…begin to focus.Bring this postcard for a chance to win 

Fl F i P MP3 Pl !a Fly Fusion Pen or MP3 Player!



LISD Career Preparation Services

G t P  LISD C  P ti  S i

Funding Freshman Focus 
Grant Process – LISD Career Preparation Services

Freshman Focus funds
Perkins Money
CTE FundsC u ds
Local Colleges and University 
Other 

Typical Expenses : Transportation/Substitute feesTypical Expenses : Transportation/Substitute fees
Meal(s)/Snacks
Facility charges, if off-site
Take-away itemsy



 Conference Presentation Information

www lisd uswww.lisd.us
Educators

Instructional Programs
Career Preparation Services - Career Education Conference - 2010

LISD Career Preparation Services

Contact Information

CPS Coordinators: Connie Barth,  Jane Castle,  Kim Dusseau 
Transition Coordinator: Penny Sweet  
Secretary : Katie Cole  (517)265 -1665 www.lisd.us

Siena Heights University  
Assistant Director of Admissions: Sarah Baker Korth 
517-264-7187   skorth@sienaheights.edu

Hudson Area Schools 
Counselors: Karen Cheney, Susie Mansfield Counselors: Karen Cheney, Susie Mansfield 
(517) 448-8912  www.hudson.k12.mi.us/


